MISSISSIPPI COPYRIGHT ENTRIES, 1850-1870 

Bt Chables F. Heabtman 

The United States was the first country to embody copyright 
protection in its constitution. Article I, Section 8, Number 8, 
of the Constitution provides that Congress shall have power to 
“promote the progress of science and the useful arts, by secur- 
ing for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right 
to their respective writings and discoveries.” This constitution- 
al provision was given statutory expression in an act which was 
approved on May 21, 1790, to take immediate effect. Prior to 
this, in fact by 1786, all the original states, with the exception 
of Delaware, had passed copyright laws. Responsible for this 
activity, more or less, was Noah Webster, who traveled from 
state to state, petitioning and arguing in behalf of others. While 
thus in some respect Noah Webster is the father of the copy- 
right law, the versatile Thomas Paine was probably the first 
to discuss copyright legislation in 1783, in what later became 
the United States. 

Like all laws this one was subject to various changes, dealing 
particularly with its application and procedure. Various modes 
were adapted to regulate the registration of items falling within 
the scope of the law. Records of entries were kept at the vari- 
ous district courts which in turn deposited copies of the entries 
with the states, specifically with the secretary of state, to whom 
reverted all depository copies required by law. In 1846 a change 
was made requiring copies to be deposited with the librarian 
of the Smithsonian Institution, and the Library of Congress. 
The keeping of duplicate records was also changed several times. 
In 1859 they were transferred to the Department of the Interior, 
of which the Patent Office was a unit. This was at that time 
considered the appropriate depository. There they were kept 
until 1870. In 1865 the Smithsonian Institution was dropped 
as a depository library. By an act of July 8, 1870, all acts and 
duties required by the law relating to copyrights were trans- 
ferred to the Librarian of Congress. 

In the meantime, the original thirteen district courts which 
handled copyright registry had grown until forty to fifty differ- 
ent offices were required. The looseness with which some rec- 
ords were kept, the ravages of wars, fires, removals, and com- 
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mon neglect played havoc with many of these records, and al- 
though they were supposed to be kept in two places, many of 
them have been lost. There is a slim chance that some of them 
may be still found, but by the time the Works Projects Adminis- 
tration gets through with its projects all possible entries acci- 
dentally hidden in remote places should have been discovered. 

For Mississippi only the records from 1850 to 1870 have so 
far come to light as being preserved. And even as far as they 
are concerned, a suspicion of incompleteness exists. Notwith- 
standing the great bibliographical importance of copyright en- 
tries, only two states have seen fit to reprint the entries in ex- 
istence: Michigan and Virginia. Mississippi shares now, as a 
third, the honor of being conscious of the importance of these 
records, by giving them permanent form. As Martin E. Roberts, 
chief assistant librarian of the Library of Congress, has pointed 
out, these records contain a wealth of information fundamental 
to the bibliography of the United States. Of course this applies 
to a still more consequential extent to the individual states. 
While this is the place, it is probably not yet the time to analyze 
the Mississippi records from the various angles that become im- 
mediately self-evident. The simple reprinting of the records 
seems for the time being the most appropriate thing to do, leav- 
ing the proper analysis to a time when copies of each of the 
items have been located, which is, of course, much easier to do 
on the strength of a printed record than through circularizing 
individual libraries. It is feared that of many of the titles re- 
printed on the following pages, no copy will be found in the 
state of Mississippi. In fact, it is safe to state that many of the 
titles have been lost altogether, and that no copies will be found 
anywhere. However, it seems imperative that a serious effort 
should be made by Mississippi institutions, who take pride in 
the heritage of their state, to acquire titles whenever they seem 
to be available, for no proper knowledge of the state of Missis- 
sippi is possible without an all-inclusive assembly of the writers 
of the state. 

The period covered includes, of course, all the entries now 
available of publications issued while Mississippi was a part of 
the Confederate States. No special investigations have as yet 
been made dealing with the attitudes of the Confederate gov- 
ernment towards the copyright laws. It is sufficient here to 
state that the Richmond government continued protection and 
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procedure as practiced prior to secession. Before the War be- 
tween the States, the record would read: “Southern District of 
Mississippi, district clerk’s office,” and the certification would 
be attested to as “In conformity with the act of Congress, etc.” 
After secession we find : “Confederate States of America, South- 
ern Division of the District of Mississippi,” and the certifica- 
tion would state that the right was granted “In accordance with 
the act of Congress of the Confederate States of America, adopt- 
ing the law of the United States of America, in regard to copy- 
right, approved February 9, 1861.” For the years from 1850 to 
1863, W. H. Brown was the clerk, thus proving that secession 
did not bring a change in the clerkship of the district court. 
Apparently the entries between February 2, 1863 and July 16, 
1866 are missing. The first entry of 1866, until the end, shows 
J. W. T. Swann to have been clerk of the court. 

All the seventy-one entries have been copied verbatim, chrono- 
logically from photostatic reproductions of the reports. They 
have then, for greater usefulness, been arranged in alphabetical 
order. Photostatic reproductions of the records are now avail- 
able at the Department of Archives and History in Jackson, for 
the inspection of those who are interested in further details. 

AFFLECK, THOMAS. The Sugar Plantation Record and Account Book. 
(No 1 for a Plantation working 80 hands or less,) (No 2 for a Plantation 
working 120 hands or less) by Thomas Affleck. Published by Weld & Co. 
68 Camp Street, New Orleans. [1850]. 

AFFLECK, THOMAS. Affleck’s Southern Rural Almanac, and Plantation 
and Garden Calendar, for 1851; Being the Third after Bissextile, or Leap 
Year; and until the Fourth of July, the Seventy-Fifth Year of the Indepen- 
dence of the United States. [Ornament], By Thomas Affleck, Washington, 
Adams County, Mississippi. Published at the Office of the “Picayune,” New 
Orleans. [1850], 

AFFLECK, THOMAS. Affleck’s Southern Rural Almanac, and Plantation 
and Garden Calendar, for 1852; Being Leap Year; and until the Fourth of 
July, the Seventy-Sixth Year of the Independence of the United States. [ Orna- 
ment ]. By Thomas Affleck, Washington, Adams County, Mississippi. 
[Entered, According to Act of Congress, August, 1851. By Thomas Affleck. 
In the Clerk’s Office of the District Court for the Southern District of Mis- 
sissippi.] Published at the Office of the “Picayune,” New Orleans. [1861]. 

BLACKWELL, ROBERT. Original Acrostics on Most of the States, and 
Presidents of the United States, and on Various Other Subjects, Religious, 
Political, and Personal. By Robert Blackwell. Jackson: Mississippi Bap- 
tist Book & Job Office. 1860. 

BRITTON, S. C. A Selection of 6 well selected Waltzes, Polkas, &c 
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Composed and affectionately dedicated to her friend, by Mrs. S. C. Britton. 
No place. [1854]. 

BRITTON, S. C. A Selection of Waltzes, Polkas &c Composed for the 
Piano by Mrs. S. C. Britton. No place. [1854]. 

BRITTIN, S. C. A Selection of Waltzes, Polkas &c Composed for the 
Piano by Mrs. S. C. Britton. No. 2. No place. [1854]. 

CLARKE, H. C. The Confederate States Almanac, and Repository of 
Useful Knowledge. For 1862. Compiled and Published by H. C. Clarke, 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. For Sale by All Booksellers in the Confederacy. 
[1861]. 

CLARKE, H. C. Diary of War for Separation, Being a Daily Chronicle 
of the Leading Events and History of the Present Revolution, from the 
Inauguration of Abraham Lincoln to the Battle of Shiloh; Containing Full 
and Minute Statements of All the Battles, Skirmishes and Engagements, 
Lists of Killed and Wounded, Number of Forces Engaged, Etc. Etc. Also 
Notes of the War, with Biographical Sketches of Confederate Generals, Re- 
markable Events, Etc. Edited by H. C. Clarke. Vicksburg: Clarke’s South- 
ern Publishing House. 1862. 

CLARKE, H. C. The Southern Song Book. Containing All the New and 
Choice Southern Songs and Melodies, together with the Popular Ballads of 
the day. Sentimental and Comic. [Vicksburg, Miss. 1861]. 

COOPER’S Wells, a Lightly Physical, Slightly Quizzical, Delightful Lyri- 
cal, and (Any Thing But) Spitefully Satirical Poem, on the Most Wonderful 
Dream That Ever was (or Was Not Dreamed by Any Wonderful Dreamer, 
However Wonderfully Wide Awake; Warranted to Abound in Rhyme, if Not 
to Overflow with Reason; Written (a Long Way) After the Style and 
Date of Another Great Poet’s Vision of Judgment! For Sale by All Book- 
sellers, Who Are Provided with Copies, and to All Citizens (or Others) 
Who Are Furnished with Sense — Query Cents, Twenty-five. [Quotation], 
Jackson, Miss.: Dobson & Dickey, Book and Job Printers. 1861. 

COWDEN, V. E. Ellen: or the Fanatics Daughter, by Mrs. V. E. Cowden, 
1860. No place. [I860]. 

DANIEL, R. W. T. An Accurate Geographical and Masonic Map of the 
State of Mississippi. By R. W. T. Daniel, K. T., Grand Secretary Grand Lodge 
and Chapter, Miss. A. D. 1856 — A. L. 5856 — A. I. 2386 — V. D. 2856 — A. 0. 
738. Drawn in accordance with the last Acts of the Legislature. No place. 
[1866]. 

DARDEN, JOHN S. The Secret of Success in Family Affairs: A Memoir 
in One Volume. By a Mississippian. No place. [1853]. 

EATON, E. O. Anita Polka, Composed by E. 0. Eaton, Author of Eoline 
Schottische, Starlight Polka, Cascade Polka, &c. Published by Blackmar & 
Brother, Vicksburg, Miss. [1859]. 

EATON, E. 0. Eoline Schottische, Composed for the Piano, by E. O. 
Eaton, Author of Anita Polka, Bobolink Polka, Gem of The South Polka, &c. 
Published by Blackmar & Brother, Vicksburg, Miss. [1859]. 
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“EDWARDS* Annual Director to the Inhabitants, Institutions, incorporate 
Companies, Manufacturing Establishments, Business, Business Forms, etc. 
etc. In the City of Vicksburg for 1870. Price Three Dollars. Southern Pub- 
lishing Company. Publishers. 151 Washington St., Vicksburg. W. H. Wood- 
ruff, Agent. 5 Commercial Place, Cor. of Camp, New Orleans, 302 Main St. f 
St. Louis, Memphis, Louisville, Mobile. [1870]. 

FLETCHER, JOHN. Studies in Slavery, in Easy Lessons. Compiled into 
Eight Studies, and Subdivided into Short Lessons for the Convenience of 
Readers. By John Fletcher, of Louisiana. Natchez: Published by Jackson 
Warner. 1852. 

FORD, E. A. Map of Madison County, Mississippi, by E. A. Ford, Civil 
Engineer. No place. [1870]. 

FORD, S. R. “Trials and Triumphs” on the Dark and Bloody Ground. 
By Mrs. S. R*. Ford. No place. [1863], 

GRAY, GEORGE H. The Mystic Circle, and American Hand-Book of 
Masonry, Containing a Brief History of Free Masonry in Europe and Ameri- 
ca. Symbolic Chart. The Old Charges. Anderson’s Constitutions. Consti- 
tutional Rules. Resolutions, Decisions, and Opinions of Grand Lodges and 
Enlightened Masons on Questions Liable to Arise in Subordinate Lodges. 
A Code of By-Laws for Subordinate Lodges. Instructions and Suggestions 
for Secretaries of Lodges. New Edition, with Important Additions, by the 
Author. By George H. Gray, Sen., of Mississippi. [1866]. 

HARDEE, T. S. The New Official Map of Mississippi, Embracing two- 
thirds of Louisiana. By T. S. Hardee, State Engineer. No place. [1868]. 

HERALD Directory, of the City of Vicksburg, Comprising the Residence, 
Occupation, and place of Business of all Citizens. A Sketch of the City. Such 
Laws and Ordinances of Practical Use, and Such Postal Revenue and Tax 
Laws, As Are of General Interest to the Community. H. H. Bein & Co., 
Publishers, Vicksburg, Mississippi. 1866. 

HICKS, MARY W. B. An Historical, Genealogical and Chronological 
Chart of England and Scotland, Presenting to the Eye at One View, by 
Diagrams and Colors, the Regular Succession of Sovereigns, with the Du- 
ration of Each Reign or Governmental Authority, Their Relation and Posi- 
tion by Descent, Together with the Most Remarkable Events Connected 
with the Lives of Each, and the Times to Which They Belong; the Whole 
Being Traced and Arranged from the Earliest Period of Authentic Modern 
History. By Mrs. Mary W. B. Hicks. Jackson, Miss. Robert H. Purdom. 
1860. 

HILL, LAURE C. The Life and Adventures of a Deserted Wife, by Mrs. 
Laure C. Hill. No place. [1868]. 

HISTORY of Cooper’s Well; Cooper’s Dream, Analysis of the Water, the 
Infamous Suit in Relation to the Well. Price 30 Cents. Jackson: Missis- 
sippian Power Press, 1851. [Inman Williams claims proprietary interest]. 

HOBART, M. BALLARD. Hobart’s Practical Analytic Simplified Business 
Calculator. Containing Abridged Methods for Computing Numbers. De- 
signed for the Use of Teachers, Merchants, Farmers and Mechanics. By M. 
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Ballard Hobart. Second Part — Thirty-first Thousand. Cincinnati: Pub- 
lished by the Author. 1850. 

HOLMES, HENRY J. A Practical Treatise on the Elongation of the 
Womb in the Living Female, and Its Connection with Uterine Disease. By 
Henry J. Holmes, M.D. Cincinnati: Moore, Wilstach & Baldwin Printers, 
25 West Fourth Street. 1868. 

HOLT, J. S. Abraham Page, Esq. A Novel. [Three line quotation; 
ornament ]. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1868. 

HOLT, JOHN S. “Design of Monument to the Confederate Dead.” No 
place. [1868]. 

HUTCHINSON, A. Manual, Juridical, Ministerial and Civil Forms, Re- 
vised, Americanized, and diverted of useless verbiage. Comprising the 
process, proceedings and entries before Justices of the Peace, and in the 
Inferior, Superior and Appellate Courts of Mississippi, with illustrations of 
the Authors system of opening and conducting the Clerk's Offices; also 
Conveyances, Mortgages, Trusts and the various instruments in popular 
use. By A. Hutchinson. Compiler of the Code of Mississippi. No place. 
[1852]. 

IRBY, JOSEPH L. A Universal Rule for Calculating Interest: By Which 
the Interest on any given sum, at any given rate, for any given time may 
be found with the most minute accuracy, by a very few figures and in a 
very short time. By Joseph L. Irby, Grenada, Mississippi. 1866. Grenada, 
Miss.: Printed at “The Southern Family Visitor” Office. 1866. 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Index of Deeds. Volume County, Miss. 

Compiled and published by Fisher Kimball & Co. No place. [1870]. 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Index of Deeds of Trust. Volume , 

County, Missi. Compiled and published by Fisher Kimball & Co. No place. 
[1870], 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Index of Determined Suits. Volume 

County, Miss. Compiled and Published by Fisher Kimball & Co. No place. 
[1870]. 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Index of Mortgages. County, Miss. Com- 

piled and published by Fisher Kimball & Co. No place. [1870]. 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Record of Administration Bonds. Volume 

County, Miss. Compiled and published by Fisher Kimball & Co. No place. 
[1870]. 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Record of Deeds. Volume County, Miss. 

Compiled and published by Fisher Kimball & Co. No place. [1870]. 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Record of Deeds of Trust. Volume County, 

Miss. Compiled and Published by Fisher Kimball & Co. No place. [1870]. 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Record of Executions Chancery Court. County, 

Miss. Compiled and published by Fisher Kimball & Co. No place. [1870]. 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Record of Executions Circuit Court. County, 

Miss. Compiled and published by Fisher Kimball & Co. No place. [1870]. 
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KIMBALL, FISHER. Record of Guardians Bonds. Volume 

County, Mississippi. Compiled and published by Fisher Kimball & Co. 
No place. [1870]. 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Record of Inventories of Personal Property. Volume 

County, Miss. Compiled and published by Fisher Kimball & Co. No 

place. [1870]. 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Record of Judgments Circuit Court. County, 

Miss. Compiled and published by Fisher Kimball & Co. No place. [1870]. 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Record of Letters of Administration. Volume , 

County, Missi. Compiled and published by Fisher Kimball & Co. No 

place. [1870]. 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Record of Marriage License and Bonds. Volume 

County, Miss. Compiled and published by Fisher Kimball & Co. 

No place. [1870]. 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Record of Mortgages. Volume County, 

Miss. Compiled and published by Fisher Kimball & Co. No place. [1870]. 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Record of Sale of Bills of Personal Property. Vol- 
ume County Miss — Complied and published by Fisher Kimball 

& Co. No place. [1870], 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Register of Warrants issued. Volume 

County, Miss. Compiled and published by Fisher Kimball & Co. No place. 
[1870]. 

KIMBALL, FISHER. Register of Warrants paid. Volume 

County, Miss. Compiled and published by Fisher Kimball & Co. No place. 
[1870]. 

KIMBALL, A. N. State Deed Record. County, Miss. Compiled and 

published by A. N. Kimball. No place. [1870]. 

LEWIS, HENRY T. The Harp of a Thousand Strings: Being a Print, 
Representing the Flat-Boat Preacher and His Congregation. Designed 
by Henry T. Lewis. No Place. [1856], 

MIMS, LIVINGSTON. Mississippi Chancery Clerks’ Guide. Being a 
Compilation of Chancery Rules, with Original Forms and Matter, By Living- 
tom Mims, Commissioner in Chancery and Wm. W. W. Wood, Solici- 

tor in Chancery. Approved by Hon. Chas. Scott, Chancellor of Mississippi. No 
place. [1857], 

NEWTON, A. “One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism.” The True Baptist: 
Devoted to the Discussion of the Mode of Baptism; the Design of Baptism; 
the Subjects of Baptism; Collateral and Kindred Topics. By A. Newton. 
Vol. I.] Jan., Feb., March, [Nos. 1, 2 & 3. Jackson, Miss., Published Monthly 
by the Editor, at One Dollar and Fifty Cents a Year, in Advance. Single 
Number 25 Cents. — Postage, within the State, 3 Cents, in Other States, 6 
Cents, Per Annum. 

NICHOLSON, A, O. P. Appendix to the Confederate States Almanac. 
Abolitionism from 1787 to 1861. A Compendium of Historical Facts, Show- 
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ing the Causes that have led to a Dissolution of the Union. State Sovereignty 
and the Right of Secession. To Which is Added the Financial and Commer- 
cial Independence of the Confederate States. By A. O. P. Nicholson, Esq. 
Compiled and Published by H. C. Clarke, Vicksburg, Mississippi. [1861], 

OSGOOD, E. E. One of My Waltzes, Composed and Dedicated to Julius 
Culbertson, Esq. of Madison Parish, La., by E. E. Osgood, Author of Dixie’s 
Land Fantasia. Vicksburg, Miss.: Published by Blackmar & Brother. [I860]. 

OSGOOD, E. E. To John L. Lum, Esq. of Louisiana. Dixie’s Land! 
Fantasia for the Piano Forte by E. E. Osgood. [Vicksburg, Miss. Published 
by Blackmar & Brother. [I860], 

PAGE, ABRAHAM. What I Know About Ben Eccles. By Abraham Page. 
[Ornament]. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1868. [The actual entry 
gives 1869 as date.] 

PHILIPP, JOSEPH. Self-Instruction in the Art of Book-Keeping by Double 
Entry. Prepared and Arranged by Joseph Philipp. Jackson, Mississippi: 
Printed at the True Witness Book and Job Office. 1856. 

PROW, FRANCIS. A brief treatise on the generative Causes and Symp- 
tons of Yellow Fever containing a dissertation on vital Fluids and animal 
Spirits, with a view of their alteration and of a curative method in this fatal 
disease — by Francis Prow. Natural death is not frequent. Accidental 
death is the result of either a disease or a sudden violence. No place. [1853]. 

ROBERTSON, JR'., N. An Abstract of Parliamentary Rules. Compiled 
from Cushing and Other Eminent Authors on This Subject. By Rev. N. 
Robertson, Jr. No place. [1853]. 

SCOTT, CHARLES. The Keystone of the Masonic Arch: A Commentary 
on the Universal Laws and Principles of Ancient Freemasonry. By Charles 
Scott, A.M., Author of “The Analogy of Ancient Craft Masonry to Natural 
and Revealed Religion,” P.G.H.P., P.G.M., K.T., &c. &c. [Five line quotation]. 
No place. [1856]. 

SEARLES, J. M. Map of Warren County, Mississippi. Compiled from 
the Original Surveys, by J. M. Searles, Civil Engineer, Vicksburg, Miss. 
No place. [1870]. 

SNOW, M. Dr. M. Snow’s Postal Commercial Circular, and Domestic 
Passport, affording prima facia Evidence of Personal Identity, Character 
and Signature, Property, and Pecuniary Resources. No place. [1859]. 

SORSBY, JOSEPH. Washing the Saints* Feet, Shown to Be an Ordinance 
of Christ, Obligatory upon All the Followers of Jesus. By Joseph Sorsby. 
Servant of the Gospel. [Quotation], Jackson, Miss.: Christian Watchman 
Book and Job Office Print. 1867. 

STANTON, HENRY T. To The Boy Defender of Kentucky’s Honor, Capt. 
Wm. F. Gaines. Words by Henry T. Stanton, Esq. Music by Edward O. 
Eaton. Published by Blackmar & Bro., Vicksburg, Miss. [I860], 

TROTTER, WM. B. A History and defence of African- Slavery. By Wm. 
B. Trotter of Quitman, Mississippi. Published for the Author, 1861. No 
place. [1861]. 
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VAUGHAN, S. A. First Book for Children. Vaughan’s Speller, Definer, 
and Reader, for Beginners. Designed to Render Defining Pleasing, Reading 
Pleasant and Intellectual: [ Vignette ] To Correct Improprieties in Language, 
and to Win the Heart to the Love of God, and to the Practice of Virtue. 
The Tables of Arithmetic and Other Matters of Interest to the Young, Are 
Presented under a New and Engaging Form. By Mrs. S. A. Vaughan, for 
many years an Instructor of Youth in the Southern States. New-York: 
Daniel Burgess & Co., 60 John Street. 1863. 

WEBB, GEO. F., AND J. L. POWER. Mississippi Manual of Legal and 
Business Forms; Containing Forms for Justices of the Peace, County Offi- 
cers, Attorneys, and Professional and Business Men Generally, in the State 
of Mississippi. To Which Is Added a Directory of the Several Courts, Rail- 
roads, Post Offices, Stamp Duties, Postal Rates, Fees and Salaries of Public 
Officers, Election and Population Statistics, and Other Data Useful to the 
Public and Private Citizen. By Geo. F. Webb and J. L. Power. [ Ornament ]. 
Jackson, Miss; Clarion Steam Printing and Book-Binding Establishment. 
1869. 

WILKINSON, W. S. M. Trial of E. M. Yerger, before a Military Com- 
mission for the Killing of Bv’t-Col. Joseph G. Crane, at Jackson, Miss., June 
8th, 1869. Including Testimony of All the Witnesses; Arguments of Messrs. 
Wiley P. Harris, Wm. Yerger and H. F. Simrall, for the Defense; and Bv’t. 
Major C. R. Layton, Judge Advocate, for the Prosecution. Proceedings in 
U. S. Circuit Court, and Agreement by Which the Case is Brought before 
Supreme Court. Reported for The Clarion, by W. S. M. Wilkinson. Jackson, 
Miss.: Clarion Book and Job Printing Establishment. 1869. 

WOOD, WM. WALLACE W. Ho! For Brazil! What About Brazil? Ques- 
tion Answered. A Pamphlet of General and Special Information for Ameri- 
can-Brazilian Emigrants. By Wm. Wallace W. Wood, of Natchez. [ Quo- 
tation ] Natchez, Mississippi: Printed at the Daily Courier Job Office. 1866. 


